COLONIZATION   SOCIETY.                    173

The labours of the Society were greatly facilitated
by the laws of the Union, which left to each State
the uncontrolled power of legislating for itself on
the subject of slavery. The members of the
Society had therefore merely to address themselves
to the humanity and understanding of the slave-
owners, in order finally to attain their purpose.
The progress of moral truth, however slow, is
always certain, and the issue of those proceedings
has been such as the excellence of their object
might have led us to anticipate. Several of the
States have already signified their willingness to
forego all the pernicious advantages of slavery.
And the number of slaves offered gratuitously by
owners in different parts of America, vastly exceed
the present means of the Society to provide for
them in Africa. The legislature of Maryland
appreciate so highly the utility and importance of
the settlement of Liberia, that they have voted in
the first instance a considerable sum, to be appro-
priated annually to its support, and have subse-
quently, within the last six months, voted two
hundred thousand dollars for the purpose of as-
sisting in the formation of another settlement on
the same principles.

It is, therefore, sufficiently evident, that what is
now required to complete the united objects of
manumission and colonization, is, not so much the
consent of the slave-owners, as the power of carry-
ing the design into operation. Mr. Elliot Cresson,